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PASSINGS

MARGHERITA HACK

Scientist
fought for
civil rights

Margherita Hack, 91, an
astrophysicist . who ex-
plained her research on the
stars in plain language for
the public and who cham-
pioned civil rights in her na-
tive Italy, died Saturday in
the Adriatic Sea town of Tri-
este, where she had headed
an astronomical observa-
tory.

The Italian news agency
ANSA quoted family friend
Marinella Chirico as saying
Hack died in a hospital after
being treated for heart prob-
lems.

Hack was the first wom-
an to oversee the observa-

tory in Trieste, from 1964 to
1987, and was a popular and

. frequent commentator in

Italian media about discov-
eries 'in astronomy and
physics. .

The current director of
the observatory, Stefano

. Borgani, told the television

channel Sky TG24 that
Hack was one of the first as-
tronomers to “have the in-

tuition” that the future of as--

tronomical observation lay
in using space satellites.

An atheist who decried
the Vatican’s influence on
Italian politicians, Hack
helped fight a successful
battle to legalize abortion in
Italy. She unsuccessfully
lobbied for the right to eu-
thanasia and also cham-

‘- Associated Press

ACTIVIST
The Italian astrophysi-
cist had a knack for ex-
plaining things simply.

pioned gay rights. Among
hervictories wasacampaign
against construction of nu-
clear reactors in Italy. A veg-
etarian since childhood, she
also was an advocate for ani-
mal protection and_lived
with eight cats and a dog.
Hack was born June 12,
1922, in Florence. Sheliked to
joke that the “first and last”
time she wasin a church was

.for her marriage to Aldo De .

Rosa, also a Florentine, in
1944. She agreed to a church
ceremony only because the
groom’s parents were reli-
gious. -

She enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Florence as a stu-
dent of literature but, after
one class, switched to phys-
ics. She graduated in 1945
and by the early 1950s was an
astronomer at the Tuscan
city’s astronomical observa-
tory.
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